
9th Grade Course Descriptions
Elective Course Offerings:

● Introduction to Business & Marketing - This entry-level course is offered for all students and
recommended as an introduction to the career preparation program in Business & Marketing Education.
Students explore the role of business and marketing in the free enterprise system and the global
economy and apply decision-making skills as consumers, employees, and citizens.  Communication and
interpersonal skills are developed through various activities. This course counts as an elective credit

● Introduction to Cybersecurity - Cybersecurity affects every individual, organization, and nation. This
course focuses on the evolving and all-pervasive technological environment with an emphasis on
securing personal, organizational, and national information. Students will be introduced to the principles
of cybersecurity, explore emerging technologies, examine threats and protective measures, and
investigate the diverse high-skill, high-wage, and high-demand career opportunities in the field of
cybersecurity.  This course counts as an elective credit.

● Introduction to Early Childhood- Students focus on careers related to the early childhood field through
hands-on experiences, including an overview of principles of child growth and development; appreciation
of diversity; engaging learning experiences for children; principles of appropriate and effective guidance;
healthy and safe environments; and development of self-concepts and building self-efficacy.

● Computer Information Systems- Computer Information Systems provides students with opportunities
to develop professional level skills in a project-oriented approach through the use of the Microsoft Office
software package.  Students apply problem-solving skills to real-life situations through word processing,
spreadsheets, databases, multimedia presentations, and integrated software activities. Students work
individually and in groups to explore computer concepts, operating systems, networks,
telecommunications, and emerging technologies. Students may also become eligible to test for the core
level of Microsoft Office Specialist certification. This course counts as an elective credit.

● Fashion Design & Merchandising (Semester) - Wardrobe planning, selection, color analysis,
accessorizing, fashion design, and clothing maintenance are emphasized in the management of personal
and family clothing.  Fashion trends are analyzed. Based on their abilities and interests, students
construct various fashion projects for which students must provide materials. This course counts as an
elective credit.

● Gourmet Foods (Semester)- None The application of science concepts in biology, chemistry, and physics
are important to the study of foods. Students learn the relationship of science to foods, use of
technology, nutrition, wellness, sports nutrition, food safety, and sanitation, time and resource
management, foods and cultural diversity, contemporary trends and issues, and the use of the My Plate
guide. Handson activities in food preparation skills and techniques and in the actual planning,
preparation, preservation, and serving of nutritious meals encourage the development of positive
interdependence, individual accountability, social skills, and effective group functioning. Students use
computers to analyze nutritional content of foods and to plan for special dietary needs. Students
interested in Gourmet Foods SEM should also consider Human Development SEM or Independent Living
SEM. This course counts as an elective credit. Lab Fee: $20.00 Semester, $40.00 Full Year

● Technical Drawing and Design - Technical Drawing and Design provides the student with the basic
principles and theories underlying graphic representations, which are common to all areas of
manufacturing and production-related work. Learning units and required drawings emphasize the basic
skills in computer assisted drawing (CADD) and related areas. Occupational information is also
presented. This course counts as an elective credit.

● Art I- A wide variety of experiences enhance the basic foundation of art-related knowledge, skills, and
ideas developed in middle school. Students explore ideas, materials, and techniques through creative
and critical problem solving. Students engage in the process of creating, presenting, responding, and
connecting with their art and the work of others. Class discussion includes both critiques of their own
pieces and the work of other artists. Students maintain a portfolio to record their progress.   The course
incorporates art history, art criticism, aesthetics, and art production to include experiences with drawing,
painting, sculpture, printmaking, ceramics, photography, and computer graphics. The instructor
encourages students to make connections between the visual arts and other subject areas to include real
world learning experiences.

● Theater Art I- Students survey the technical and performing art of theater. They are exposed to the
major elements of theater and gain knowledge of its principles through study and practice in both



performance and production. Representative units of study include improvisation, mime, basic acting,
the history of the theater, stage settings, costuming, make-up, and lighting.

● Technical Theater I- The course is an exploration of the duties of state technicians and their
contribution to the total aesthetic effect of a dramatic production. Topics covered include design
research and principles; scene shop organization; painting and construction techniques; equipment use
and maintenance; principles and application of sound, lighting, and computer technology; the use of
special effects; costume and make-up considerations and selection; publicity and business management;
theater safety; and the function of technical stage personnel in production work. Technical theater
incorporates academic study and hands-on application of knowledge and skills.

● Music Courses
o Band
o Choir
o Guitar
o Orchestra Strings
o Instrumental Methods (Percussion Only Teacher Recommendation or Audition)- Students

develop fundamental playing skills on musical instruments in a supportive environment in the
Instrumental Methods class. They receive special coaching in the areas of tone production, music
reading, fingerings, and playing in an ensemble. Public performances are not stressed, but a
concert may be planned at the teacher’s discretion.

o Music Theory- The ability to understand and converse in the language of written music is the key
to gaining a deeper understanding of the music that surrounds people. Students develop their
keyboard skills through original musical compositions, build critical thinking skills, and compare
musical examples. This course is recommended for students planning to pursue music in college
and for the joy of creation to anyone who loves music. No performance is required.

● Creative Writing (Semester)- Creative Writing is a one-semester English elective that provides a
supportive environment in which students write prose, poetry, and drama and read examples of various
genres. This course focuses on the study of the fundamental elements of creative writing, including
developing strategies for writing creatively, practicing aspects of narrative writing, using poetic devices,
and developing voice. Students maintain a writing portfolio, collaborate to critique and improve their
work for final review, and seek opportunities for publishing their writing.

● Journalism- This year-long elective introduces students to many facets of newspaper and mass media:
production, history, and writing. Students learn to use a variety of journalism skills to write in journalistic
style, recognize the role of mass communication in modern society, and understand the First
Amendment.  Students selecting this course should have strong writing skills or should have an interest
in developing their writing skills.   This course is designed to prepare students to serve on the newspaper
staff (Newspaper Journalism I) or the yearbook staff (Photojournalism I).

● Computer Math (Introduction to Computer Science) Must be in Algebra II or have taken Algebra II-
Computer Mathematics serves as an introduction to Computer Science and to object-oriented
programming using JAVA. Students will learn to design graphical interfaces, write browser applets, and
create their own games using the principles of OOP (object-oriented programming) using user defined
objects, encapsulation of data, and libraries. Students develop and refine skills in logic, organization, and
precise expression, thereby enhancing learning in other disciplines. Programming is introduced in the
context of mathematical concepts and problem solving. Students define a problem; develop, refine, and
implement a plan; and test and revise the solution

● World Languages Level I/II/III (Must complete previous levels for upper level courses)
o French
o German
o Spanish
o Spanish for Fluent Speakers


